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1940 Theodore Von Karman has test stands built in the Arroyo Seco – 1941 first Army funding for JATO development – 
1943 JPL is named by Von Karman, JPL’s first director – WWII & Early Cold War guided missile development. 
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December 1958 Director Pickering convinces Eisenhower Administration to allow transfer of JPL from Army to NASA 
And the adventure begins . . .  
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1st U.S. satellite  
Explorer 1 - Jan 28, 1958 

1st U.S. spacecraft to the moon 
Ranger 7 - Jul 28, 1964 

1st planetary mission  
Mariner 2 to Venus - Jan 28, 1958 

 

1st close-up images of 
another planet  

Mariner 4 to Mars - Nov 1964 
 

1st orbiter at another planet  
Mariner 9 to Mars - May 1971 

1st gravity assist mission  
Mariner 10 to Venus - Feb 5, 1974 

 

1st fly-bys of Neptune and Uranus  
Voyager 2 - 1986 & 1989 

1st orbiter at Jupiter 
Galileo  1979 - 1989 

1st orbiter at Saturn 
Cassini  2004 - present 
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the “Kevorkian Maneuver” 
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www.jpl.nasa.gov 
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