
CEOS WGCV SAR sub-group

• Bruce Chapman, Chair
• Dirk Geudtner, Vice-chair

• May 2020



SAR sub-group meeting
• Held in conjunction with VH-RODA workshop 18-

22 November 2019 at ESRIN, Frascati, Italy, 
hosted by Nuno Miranda.
• Plenary on day 1
• Day 2:  Two sessions, 9 presentations on calibration 

techniques
• Day 3: 20 presentations during four sessions on 

calibration of future missions, calibration techniques, 
and Analysis Ready Data (CARD4L a particular focus)

• Evening event sponsored by ESRIN was well attended
• Day 4:  15 presentations during 3 sessions, continuing 

Analysis Ready Data, processing and algorithms, and 
cross-calibration and validation.  Afternoon discussion 
on joint SAR calibration and CARD4L.

• ~110 registered attendees for both workshops
• Next year’s meeting planned  to be in Longueuil, 

Canada, hosted by CSA, October 6-9, 2020.  We 
may start discussing in the next few weeks 
whether this meeting should be postponed.
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CEOS WGCV SAR subgroup website 
• I have been working with Paolo Castracane of ESA to transition the 

current website to a new server and appearance.



Joint Use of SAR calibration targets

• Survey conducted between Jan 24 and Feb 5, 2020.
• 13 respondents out of 18 invited
• Each person invited has responsibilities for SAR calibration targets
• Survey utilized surveymonkey.com, a free service for less than 10 

questions
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Conclusions
• Most calibration targets are for C-band SAR
• Most targets are deployed in agricultural areas
• Most targets are suitable for both geometric and radiometric calibration
• 2/3 of targets are semi-permanently deployed in the field
• Only ¼ of calibration arrays are regularly surveyed
• 6/10 would consider letting another space agency augment their array of targets
• 7/10 would consider using a calibration array supported by another space agency
• Over half would consider augmenting another space agencies calibration array
• Most would provide information about their targets so that another SAR could 

use them for calibration


